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kool katja

KATJA RIECKERMANN WOWS CROWDS AS ROD STEWART'S RIGHT-HAND SAX

HEN T MEET KATJA RIECKER-
meann al a sunny spol in West
Hollywisnad, it's less thow 24 lwoars

b=fore she luas to b oo g plane to Belinst,
Ireland. She has a date 10 keep with Rod
Stewart—a three-month bong date that will
gee her jetting across most of Eumope as the
resident aax plaver in Stewan’s oo,

Despite her hectic pre-tour schedule,
Katju (Kat-va), o striking hlonde with o
lilting German aceent, has genemously
agresd to om inberview,

She ratlles off a list of towr destinations,
“Radinat, Dueblin, Losdion, Manchester,
Birminghom, We'll ke in England for abow a
menth sl then Sweden, Denmark,
Crermany..” She pauses on Germany for o
meonment, thinking of ler family in her
hometown of Hamburg.

“They are so prowd,” she savs of her
parents. “When we'ne in Germany, they come
to all the shoows. They drive everywhere, And
it's eool for them 1o hove two kids doing this,
oul there plaving with fumoes [bands |

The zecand “kid” i her older brother
Ralph Ricckermumnn, who was the bass plaver
for the Scompions for 12 years amd is now a
film composer in Hollywood, Ralph is pant of
(se reason Katja became interested in musie
in her teens, despite her well-meaning
parents” desire for her to go into a more
“practical” field.

“1 devided for my 2151 bartheday, Tm just
goauna start plaving the savephone.” I"dl never
played an instrument befone that, Td alwys
wanted (o, but my parems didn’t allow ir...
Tlu::o' _ju:-l wanted me 1o become ﬂlﬂl'l:ihllnﬁ
serious, like o lowyer or a secretary.”

Tio make up for years of sl practice lime,
Katjn dedicated herself to sudving for houes
each day.

=1 simriead |1|'.|I:1i-|'i|lg like eraey.” She laughis af
the: memory, “Evervone thought [ wis ey, oo,
Your're, likes, boo ol Doet'l waste your time!™
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Her diligence paid off in the long run, but
it was something of a Hereulean effon o gel
to where she is mow. Alter some initsal
anceess in Cermany as o member of o
saxophone quintet. as well as playing with
other hamds al lurger venes, she tumesd her
eves bo the 112, She moved 10 Loe Angeles in
Dhecember of 19998,

She started off plaving pgs with Jefl
Coldblumn's jare band—The Mildred Snitzer
Drehestra—as well as sumne other local
b s, Bl |:r_'.' L Kﬂlja feln I.:I.i:pl.j-.'ﬂ‘l am

BY NOVA JACOBS

*Can vou come for an mudition temormow?™

Katja went in for an medition that day and,
evidently, awept them off their feel. She
lesurriesd o the spod thin they wanted ler in
e b,

“They told me, "Well, the good news is you
ot the gig, bad news = we'ne ol rehearsing
4:|.|r:.'|||||n|'l|.'.1 So 1 had 1o leam the whaele show
withoul relwarsals,”

Katja had three days 1o leam the entine
show=—1ud 1o mention organize her life—
before thie lund set oul o a three-month 1.5,

“THEY TOLD ME, ‘WELL, THE GOOD
NEWS IS YOU GOT THE GIG, BAD NEWS IS WE'RE
NOT REHEARSING ANYMORE.™

financially strained, “It wos kind of o hard
vear for mee, [Amd] | wis ina I'I‘IH[i.llblli!l that
didn't work cut very well, 20 [ was kird ol
unhappy. And then W11 happened.”

The convergence of prablens in her
Eh’]‘p-ljllﬂ] life with the E].n‘rl‘nﬁl tragrd}' af A1
hecame almost too much for her "1 was
really devastated,” she says. T was actually
thinking of moving back to Gemmany,”

What Rieckermann couldn’t know at the
timie was ihal a chanee mesting on
Seprember 10, 20000, would tum out o pay
off in a big way. “I ran inle the musical
director for Fod Stewnrt, petunlly the night
Ieefoare W11, 1 had met him before and he
satiid, “Hey, aren't you a saxophone player?™

Katja didn’t think anything of the mecting at
Furet, Aftier all, Bl Stewart's band already hod
a female sax player, But the musical divector
kel for Hlﬂjn':-u M LI, jusl in case the
haned needed a backup of a replacement. *So |
gavve him that, aned then | forgot about i.”

Shie remembers, *And then aboul two
weeks later 1 got the eall from him, asking.
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tour, Armaed with nothing bat a live tape from
previous shows, she practiced for three dovs
straight. To make the difficulty of her task
almost comical, she couldn’t use her own
instruments to rehearse. She had to sewd her
rl.m;nrlhnnﬂn. ahend s-lrplllull'h an e trucks,
“So | kept my mouthpieces and [ had 10
barrow saxophones from fiemds.”

She passed the test of her fist our with
fyving colors, though she admits to having te
batile perves. Three and o half vears later,
Katja is a seasoned tour musician, bt she
atill has the occassonal boul af tage fraght,
particularly when the show is broadeast on
TV, like The Twighs Show or Lote Shew With
Darid Letterman. "F'm stll nervous when we
do those,™ sl admits. *And | hate to waich
myvself on TV, can’t stand i.”

The quality of the light grows wanmer anmd
the traffic grows luder as our meeting draws
to o elose, H.ulju says she has o keep an
appointment, then bad home 10 pack,

After vears of touring with Rod Stewar—
el o mendian ||Lu.!.'i.|l|:: wilh the hugely
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“YOU HAVE TO
STAY IN SHAPE
WHEN YOU'RE
ON STAGE,”
KATJA SAYS.

syecessful country duo. Brooks & Dunn—
Katja, who just tured 30, i5 peady bo break
oul o beer own,

Catch Katja
Rieckermann on
_these DVDs:

UM lo=r Tunbiree pl.:n-, she =aAvE, “I'm 1-.nr|-.|||3|:
o sobo projpect right now, Fve been doing

Haat for @ Lo time, but it wiss always hord for DAVID SANBORN * GANNONBALL ADDERLEY
g box fuen th= gl tem, thee mght prosducer, _"]HH E[IIJH_AHE * JUE HEHDEHSHH

But meww T think it could really go somewhere. # Rod Stewart:
I also have my own band: we play at the The Great American

Baked Potate, a elub in LA 11 0 five piecs m R
hamml—ernwwy. iz, edee. funks. T nlan 1o [ JB B
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¢ amrr mrene miap mems mrrenn e [rss e e . ;
Baked Potate, a elub in LA s o five piees Songbook, 2003
|l:|u|‘|—gn:lm.':.-. jil.l:nl::r'., r'~||;,1'_u. fl.llLk:.. I |||,'|:| o

kiseps dboang that: st allows me 1o play some of L] iE i » Rod Stewart: One
my sriginal mmsee,” @ I“kmE . hthE . Smmmi“g & m-frm: Night Only— Live at

skating « horseback riding Royal Albert Hall, 2004

www.katjareckermann.com
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